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in a chair and dozed, while Seddon stood smoking his pipe just
outside the door.

Soon after six o'clock on the morning of the fourteenth Miss
Barrow died in the presence of both Mr. and Mrs. Seddon.
Seddon thereupon went round to the doctor, who had not been
summoned during the night, and obtained from him a certificate
that death was due to epidemic diarrhoea.

Up to this stage there was no ground for suspicion. Miss
Barrow had been ill for some days : she had been attended by a
doctor j when she died, the doctor gave a certificate without
further ado, from which it might fairly be inferred that the
intensification of her symptoms and her subsequent death were
not abnormal consequences of her illness.

If Seddon had proceeded on the basis that she had died natu-
rally from epidemic diarrhoea, and had not been so intent upon
secrecy and haste, the probability is that no further attention
would ever have been called to the matter. His precautions and
his peculiarities were his undoing.

Without communicating with Miss Barrow's relatives, the
Vonderahes, though they lived close at hand, Seddon visited the
undertaker and, although he knew that she had the right to be
buried in a family vault at Highgate, arranged for Miss Barrow
to be put into a public grave at the least possible expense, explain-
ing that after the doctor's fees had been paid there would be no
money left to pay for a more elaborate funeral. Incidentally he
took a small commission from the undertaker for introducing the
business.

The burial took place on the sixteenth, none of Miss Barrow's
relations having been given the opportunity to attend 5 and,
though Seddon produced at the trial a copy of a letter which he
swore he had -written to the Vonderahes, informing them of
Miss Barrow's death and of the time and place of the funeral,
they denied ever having received the original. He said that he
had not gone round to them himself or sent anyone of his family
because on a previous occasion Mrs. Vonderahe had slammed the
door in his daughter's face when she called on an errand for Miss
Barrow, and that he consequently refused to have any further
contact with them.

But Mr. Vonderahe got to hear of Miss Barrow's death and
on the twentieth called on Seddon, who made excuses for not
seeing him. On October 9 he called again, his suspicions having
been thoroughly roused in the interval, and had an interview
with Seddon, who refused to give him information as to Miss
Barrow's estate until he could prove that he was entitled to It